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WHAT'S NEW & GOLDEN AT THE 2017 CALIFORNIA STATE FAIR 
Celebrating 50 years at Cal Expo

(SACRAMENTO, CA) The California State Fair celebrates its 50th year at Cal Expo this year. 
The idea to move came about because it had outgrown the Fair's former location on Stockton 
Blvd. Late Governor Pat Brown is the one who championed this idea. He collaborated with Walt 
Disney to draft the plans for the California Exposition and State Fair. Ever wonder why both 
Disneyland and Cal Expo have monorails? The original vision was to make Cal Expo the 
Disneyland of the north.

The California Exposition and State Fairgrounds officially opened in July 1968. Then-Governor 
Ronald Reagan officiated the opening ceremony. Over the past 50 years, the California State 
Fair has grown and evolved. For our golden 50th anniversary we have a lot of new and exciting 
features for Fair, as well as nods to the past.

Media Day happens on Thursday, July 13 at 10:30 a.m. Find the button to RSVP below.

NEW:
Opening Ceremonies - Before the 2017 CA State Fair opens on Friday, July 14 show up to the
Main Gate at 9:00 a.m. for live entertainment and a confetti welcome.
Expedition: Dinosaur - 16 life-sized animatronic dinosaurs are taking up residence in TWO of
the Exposition Buildings. Expo Buildings 4 & 5 are where Fairgoers can travel 165 million years
into the past to interact with these moving and roaring dinosaurs. It's fun and educational. This is
one of the many FREE exhibits that are included with the price of admission.
National Weiner Dog Races – There's not much cuter than eight groups of eight tiny-legged
wiener dogs tearing down the racetrack. Wienerschnitzel is hosting that National Wiener Dog
races on Saturday, July 15 at the Miller Lite Racetrack Grandstand. The dog races happen
between the live thoroughbred horse races that day. All wiener dogs are welcome to race
(registration is FULL), the top dog gets a grand prize of $500.
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CA Coastal Commission: Whale Tail exhibit – The popular Whale Tail exhibit gets a new
home inside (the air conditioned) Expo Building 2. Along with learning about ways to protect the
California coastline, which includes a fun video game, guests can interact with rescued animals.
There will be the otters "Drip" and "Drop", a pelican that can't fish because of a bad eye, an
eagle that was shot, a raccoon and a host of other rescued creatures.
Steampunk at the Races - On Friday, July 28 the worlds of horse racing and steampunk collide.
At 2:00 p.m. there will be steampunk costume contest judged by Ave Rose, the winner of the
first season of the TV Show "Steampunk'd".
Tribute to Hollywood Horses - Every night at 7:00 p.m. the Horse Arena does a special tribute
to the horses of Hollywood. The guest stars of the show are the horses from the hit TV Show
"The Walking Dead" and the horse from the film "Seabiscuit."
More Thoroughbred Horse Racing - New this year, Kentuck-Derby style horse racing takes
place every Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday at the Miller Lite Racetrack Grandstand.
Farm to Glass – Located right next to the Save Mart Wine Garden, Fairgoers get to learn about
how the ingredients that make beer, wine, and spirits go from the farm to the glass.
Wine Experience Classes - This is a ticketed event that happens every Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday next to the Save Mart California's Kitchen. For only $20, small groups can get in-depth
knowledge of what makes a "good" wine.
Olive Oil Experience Classes - Similar to the Wine Experience Classes, this happens every
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday next to the Save Mart California’s Kitchen. The very first class will
be entirely in Spanish.
Salute to Farmworkers Exhibit - California is the richest agricultural state in the country. In this
exhibit we highlight the contributions of farmworkers.
Ballet Folklorica - Sunday, July 16 in the Show Arena witness the beautiful colors, music, and
cultural dances.
Time Capsule - If you have an incredible Fair item from years past enter to have it placed in our
time capsule. The capsule will be opened in 50 years, which means you may not get that item
back.
#50thFairHunt - A fun scavenger hunt on our official CA State Fair app takes you all over the
fairgrounds. Take photos on your phone at 9 special locations, and show your complete photo
card to get a fun prize.
Video Show on the Water Tower - When the lights go down, look up to the iconic Water Tower
to see a fun video show projected. This starts every night of Fair at 8:45 p.m.
Bike Valet - On Saturdays ride your bike to the Fair and receive a free valet from 11am - 10pm.
The valet is located off of the American River Parkway near Papa Murphy's Park.
2 Soccer Matches – There will TWO Sacramento Republic FC games happening at Fair this
year. The first is on Saturday, July 15 at 8:00 p.m. It’s a special international match against CF
Pachuca from Mexico. The second game is on Sunday, July 23 at 8:00 p.m. against the Seattle
Sounders FC. A ticket to either match includes admission to the Fair.

GOLDEN FAVORITES:

$2.00 Taste of the Fair – The best way to eat at the Fair is back! Every Wednesday and
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. vendors will have sample-sized item available for only $2. The
portions and prices are reasonable.
Best of California Brewfest - This ticketed, 21 and older event happens on Saturday, July 22.
The winners of the California State Fair Commercial Beer Competition will pour their winning
brews.
Wells Fargo $2 Rides for All & Kids Free Tuesdays (under 12)
California State Corn Hole Championships – On Saturday, July 29 at the Miller Lite Race
Track Grandstands. Teams of two compete to see who is the best. Winners get cash prizes and
bragging rights. Sign up today.
Sky Ride - The best way to travel and see the Fair is back. One way tickets are $5, or $7 for an
all day pass.
Award-Winning Wine and Craft Beer Areas - The Save Mart Wine Garden is expanding its
footprint. This is where you can find the tasty wine sushies, which also has a brand new serving
area.
Community Stage – Sit back and listen to some of the best local musicians and artists.
Save Mart California’s Kitchen - This is where the cooking action gets fierce. All of the cooking
competitions such as the MRE Challenge, Dinner 911 Challenge, Pro-Chef Challenge takes
place.
Kaiser Permanente Farm with official CA State Fair Chef Keith Breedlove - Chef Keith is
back for a third year as the CA State Fair's official chef. He will host daily demonstrations out at
The Grill in The Farm. It doesn't get more Farm-to-Fork than this.



Military Appreciation Day presented by BloodSource – On Thursday, July 20 all active
military and veterans receive FREE admission to the Fair. A live helicopter landing happens that
morning at 6:45 a.m.
First Responders Day presented by BloodSource – On Thursday, July 27 first responders
receive FREE admission to the Fair.
Senior Savings Days – Every Friday Seniors age 62 years old and better receive discounted
admission to the Fair.
Sale of Champions - On Sunday, July 16 witness the excitement of a live livestock auction.
Youth will have their prized animals auctioned to the highest bidder.
Apps for Ag - Students compete in a shark-tank style event to come up with an app that
benefits agriculture on Sunday, July 30. The winning pitch gets the funding and resources to
build and launch their app.
Day of Flowers - On Sunday, July 23 the CA State Floral Association hosts this beautiful day
that features floral design competitions, a children’s floral showcase and an edible flower chef
showdown.
Jaripeo - Sunday, July 30 a rodeo and music event with Spanish flavor. This is a ticketed event
that happens in the Show Arena.
Poppy's Birthday - On Tuesday, July 18 celebrate the CA State Fair mascot Poppy. There will
be live entertainment and FREE cupcakes.
Corndog Eating Contest - Put your corn dog eating skills to the test and compete for a first
place cash prize of $2,500. To qualify, contestants must compete in preliminary competition on
Friday, July 21. The top 10 contestants participate in the final round on Saturday, July 22.
Save Mart Pie Eating Contest - On Tuesday, July 18 see who can finish their Save Mart pie
first. There are three divisions: Youth, Teen, and Adult. The deadline to enter is July 11.
Mommy Lounge - Mothers with babies are welcome to change diapers or nurse in this private
area. The Mommy Lounges can be found in Expo Building 2 and the CA Building.

RIDES:

Butler Amusements will once again provide rides and carnival entertainment for the California
State Fair. The 2017 Fair will feature more than 60 rides, 4 of which are brand new this year. The
new rides in the Main Carnival area are: Alien Nation, Firehouse, and Super Shot Drop Tower.
The new ride in the Kids Park is Jumping Jungle Funhouse.

FOOD:

What is the Fair without food? Along with the classic favorites, like Milo's Corndogs, there are
plenty of new treats:

Bacon Habit – Featuring “Farm-to-Fair” foods like bacon-wrapped Brussel Sprouts,
bacon-wrapped zucchini, bacon-wrapped asparagus, and bacon-wrapped corn
Big Al’s BBQ (NEW VENDOR) – Hawai’ian BBQ
Big Bri’s - Bacon Wrapped Corn Dog and a Chili Relleno Dog
Cardinali’s - Meatball pizza
Drink A Fruit & Co – (very popular stand last year) Cantaloupe and Honeydew, in addition
to the Pineapple and Watermelon
Eggroll on a Stick - features the famous Eggroll on a Stick, and also offers low carb
options to their bowls-served without the rice
Finger Steak Fries- Pork Chop on a Stick
Fire and Ice Concessions - Beer Battered Bacon Meal, Specialty Bacon Fries, Bacon
Wrapped Corn on the Cob and Bacon Covered Chocolate Dipped NY Cheesecake
Hot Dog on a Stick - Veggie Dog on a Stick
Lynn’s Hawaiian Shave Ice - Shaved Iced filled Watermelon or Pineapple
Phil’s Fresh Squeezed Lemonade - Lemonade Jet Pack, which is like a large lemon
shaped backpack filled with lemonade
Rosie’s Sno Biz - Super Sundaes which are shaved ice with ice cream on the bottom
Say’s Thai Food - Boba drinks
Spud Ranch – Deep fried nachos



Stuffies Char Broiler - Fried Chicken on a Stick, Krispy Kreme Doughnut Bacon Burger,
Mac & Cheese Stuffed Bacon Burger, and Cap’n Crunch Chicken Sandwich
Sweet Cheeks - Deep Fried Tim Tams, Cookie Dough, Moonpies, Brownies, Cinnamon
Rolls, Red Velvet Cake, Bacon Wrapped Reese's, and other deep fried treats
Toucan - Special funnel cakes like Red Velvet & Cream Cheese or Maple & Bacon among
other funnel cakes

CONCERTS:

July 14 – Shelia E. 
July 15 – John Michael Montgomery 
July 16 – Ozomatli 
July 17 – Lita Ford 
July 18 – Queen Nation: A Tribute to the Music of Queen 
July 19 – Brian McKnight 
July 20 – Good Charlotte 
July 21 – Sister Sledge 
July 22 – Smash Mouth 
July 23 – Eddie Money 
July 24 – Blues Traveler 
July 25 – Anthem Lights 
July 26 – Paperback Writer: The Beatles Experience 
July 27 – Trace Adkins 
July 28 – Belinda Carlisle 
July 29 – The Marshall Tucker Band 
July 30 – M.E. Live – Melissa Etheridge

MEDIA DAY:

Excited about Fair? So are we! To get a sneak-peek of some of these new features, attend
Media Day on Thursday, July 13 at 10:30 a.m. Click the button to RSVP. Space is limited, only
4 people from your organization may attend.

CLICK HERE TO RSVP FOR MEDIA DAY

ABOUT THE CALIFORNIA STATE FAIR

The California State Fair is celebrating our 50th anniversary at Cal Expo July 14-30th.
Established in 1854, the California State Fair is dedicated as a place to celebrate California's
achievements, industries, agriculture, and diversity of its people, traditions and trends that shape
the Golden State's future.
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